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Over the late 20th and early 21st centuries, the United States waged 

what should reasonably be argued was a long war in the Middle 

East. At the heart of this history is a complex relationship between 

energy, American geopolitical anxiety, revolution, radicalism and 

shifting crises in an embattled region. While it is commonly posited 

that wars in the region can or should be understood as struggles 

for direct control over oil or that the militarization of the Middle 

East only reflects the pursuit of petrodollars, I encourage a new 

way of thinking. By examining the steady increase of violence in 

the Persian Gulf that began in the mid-1980s, my talk argues that 

that the distinction between energy and war were systematically 

erased, remade in a new material order of militarized-energy 

networks. The result has been a deeply entangled history of 

weapons, oil and war ever since.
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